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Wednesday, July 8, 2020 (4 pm) 
 
PISD Students, Staff, and Parents, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you have been able to enjoy your summer so far.  Thanks to 

many of you who responded to our calendar survey in early June and most recently to our 

transportation survey.  Your survey participation has been very helpful in our decision making process. 

As you know, our Covid-19 situation in Texas is fluctuating on a daily basis, and currently we are not in a 

good position.  We can’t tell you definitely what our return to school plans are, but we can provide you 

with some information so that you can at least be somewhat prepared for the beginning of school. 

1. There are no current Federal Government restrictions for Covid-19 in relation to schools. 

2. In Texas, Governor Abbott has kept and even placed further restrictions recently on the number of 

persons in buildings.  His order is having an impact on us returning all students to school.  On Friday, he 

imposed a mask requirement for everyone visiting a public facility. 

3. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has provided guidance on three different return to school models that 

we might use:  Regular Daily Attendance, One day on – One day off, 100% Home Learning.  But, TEA has 

not given final instructions on which model(s) to use. 

4. Most recently, TEA had a cap (25%) on school bus occupancy.  As of yesterday, that cap was removed. 

However, we will have to be mindful of the total number of riders due to their proximity to each other on 

school buses.  This could cause us to only allow students to attend school every other day.  

5. In the last several weeks, we have reviewed our parent survey responses and visited with groups of 

teachers on each campus.  Both groups want us to return to school “as normal as possible” and for as 

many full days as possible.  These wishes, along with TEA’s “strong recommendation” for schools to have 

180 school days in their 2020-21 calendar, are guiding our decision making. 

6. Whatever final decision we make or are required to abide by (hopefully we will know by 7/23), we will 

provide breakfast and lunch to students in 2020-21 as we always have.  PISD will provide breakfast and 

lunch to ALL STUDENTS in 2020-21 free of charge. 

7. Even though we are preparing to attend school every day, please exercise caution in purchasing all of your 

student’s school supplies – no need to buy everything right now when you don’t know how many school 

days your student will be in attendance.  Additionally, PISD is working to keep the costs of that list as 

minimal as possible and will be purchasing all cleaning/sanitization types of supplies for students. 

8. PISD is not requiring students to wear masks, but Governor Abbott currently is.  In purchasing your 

student’s mask, please make sure to purchase a 1 color, solid mask – no graphics/writing/etc.  You may 

put your student’s name/initials in the bottom left hand corner of the mask if you choose (max size 

1”x1”).  If the governor lifts the mask order, your student may continue (voluntarily) to wear the mask. 

9. There are currently no school bus restrictions.  However, the rules are changing on a daily basis.  Parents – 

please prepare to be in attendance when/where your student is picked-up in the mornings.  We may be 

required to check your student’s temperature prior to getting on the school bus.  If so, you will need to be 

there in case he/she has a fever and can’t be transported to school on that day. 

10. On days that your child is in school, we will have our normal after-school program (TACE). 

11. We fully plan to have our extracurricular programs this fall, but we don’t yet know that for sure. 

 

 

 

 



 

In addition to the above information, we feel comfortable enough at this time to tell you that our first 

day of school will be Monday, August 10th. We will conclude the school year (if we don’t have any 

further closures) on Friday, May 21st, 2021.  Please put those dates on your calendar.  Also, please take a 

look at the 3 options we have for the beginning of school. 

OPTION #1 – Most Preferred and Intended Plan (Maximizes student days while allowing for Home Learning 

Preparation and Practice).  Plan will be implemented if there are no occupancy limitations. 

1. School begins on Monday, August 10th.  All students physically in attendance at school 4 days/week and 

Home Learning Program on Fridays. 

2. All students will physically attend school Mon-Thurs for the first 4 weeks of school (8/10-9/3). 

3. All students will participate in a Home Learning Plan for the first 4 Fridays of school (8/14, 8/21, 8/28, 

9/4).  Daily attendance/check-in and work submitted will be required on these 4 Fridays – new TEA 

requirement for 2020-21. 

4. Students will begin attending school 5 days/week after Labor Day. 

 

OPTION #2 – Back Up Plan in Case TEA Doesn’t Allow Option #1 (Allows for some in-person, at-school instruction 

while meeting TEA occupancy limitations).  We will implement this plan if there are class size or 

transportation limitations, and we will stay with this plan until those limitations are lifted. 

1. School begins on Monday, August 10th.  All students physically in attendance at school 2 days one week 

and 3 days the next week.  Off days will consist of a Home Learning Packet. 

2. Students will be placed into 2 groups (Group A and Group B) and physically attend school according to the 

following schedule. 

3. All students will participate in a Home Learning Plan on the days they are not at school.  Daily 

attendance/check-in and work submitted will be required – new TEA requirement for 2020-21. 

4. Students will begin attending school 5 days/week after Labor Day if allowed by TEA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPTION #3 – Only in case of School Closure (No in-person, at-school instruction with 100% At Home Learning) 

1. School begins on Monday, August 10th.  We will establish a schedule for students to pick-up their digital 

learning devices and/or their paper Home Learning Packets. 

2. Students will participate in the Home Learning Plan each day.  Daily attendance/check-in and work 

submitted will be required – new TEA requirement for 2020-21. 

3. Students will begin in-person school (either every day or every other day) when allowed to do so by TEA. 

 
In closing, I want to state again that our intent is to begin school on Monday, August 10th, and for all 
students to attend school every day (with the exception of the scheduled home learning days).   We will 
closely monitor decisions made at the state level and keep you updated over the next few weeks.  If you 
have any questions, please contact your student’s principal.  Best wishes for the remainder of the 
summer. 
 
Jason Marshall 
Superintendent 
Palestine ISD 


