
Wildcat Weekly  

Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Eiben, Mr. 
Atkeisson, and I attended the 
Texas Association of School 
Administratorsô Midwinter Con-
ference in Austin last 
week.  We had a nice trip and 
an opportunity to learn            
valuable information about the 
current status of Texas Public 

Schools.   

 

We were fortunate to hear two 
keynote speakers ï one of 
which praised the American 
educational system as one that 
promotes social stability and 
creativity in students and      
encouraged schools to             
continue promoting creativity 
and entrepreneurial concepts 
with students.  The second 
keynote speaker, our current                   
Commissioner of Education 
Michael Williams, again 
praised public schools for the 
recent work we have done in 
improving student test 
scores.  Commissioner       
Williams encouraged all 
schools to keep the 4x4                 
graduation requirements in 
place.  I am proud to say that 
PISD is doing that for students 
as we value upper level math 
and science classes for all 
students.                                                                                                    

 

And, with the most recent 
legislative changes (HB 5),   
we will be able to offer more 
hands-on, real-world math 
and science courses for    
students who do not wish to 
take the traditional upper-level 
math and science classes. 

We also networked with other 
administrative leaders 
throughout the State of Texas 
in various organizational and 
committee meetings.  Many of 
the topics centered around 
school finance, employee 
benefits, and curriculum/
instructional conversa-
tions.  The theme that seems 
to be pretty consistent is that 
schools made positive strides 
during the last legislative   
session, but we need to keep 
making our voices heard.  It 
seems that the desire to    
privatize public schools is not 
going away any time 
soon.  Groups that favor       
privatization are fundraising 
large sums of money to        
influence legislation next         
session (12 months away), 
and we need to put people in 
office and influence people in 
office that privatization is not 
the answer to our educational 
problems. 

 

 

Lastly, I had an opportunity to 
speak to our State Board of 
Education about the new 
STEM endorsement for high 
school students.  There were 
plans developed by our SBOE 
to put more stringent 
measures in place forcing 
students to select either a 
math or science ñsiloò within 
the STEM endorsement.  This 
would have required students 
to take more Math and        
Science and left little room for 
them to take Technology or 
Engineering classes.  Without 
technology and engineering, 
STEM isnôt STEM ï itôs just 
math and science.  I am    
happy to tell you that our 
SBOE listened to school        
districts and has returned the 
STEM endorsement to its 
original intent which is a cross 

disciplinary approach. 

  

Have a great weekend, and 
good luck to the Ladycats in 
their Bi-District game on        
Monday, February 10th. The 
team will play Diboll at 6:30 
p.m. in Tenaha at Tenaha 

High School. 
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Palestine ISD 
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velopment Day.  
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February 18th. 
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Lance Angel: Athletic Director  

Go Wildcats  

Palestine Athletics  

Congratulations to the Ladycat Basketball Team on 
making the playoffs this year. The Ladycats will play 
in a Bi -District round game against Diboll on Monday 
February 10th at 6:30pm in Tenaha at Tenaha High 
School.   

LADYCAT BASKETBALL  

The Ladycat Soccer Team finished 
up non-district play this past week 
with an 11-0 win over Tyler Chapel 
Hill and 4-1 win over Tyler John 
Tyler. The team finished the pre-
season with a record of 10-2-1. 
District play begins today with 

Lufkin Hudson here at 5:30pm. 

Good luck to the Ladycats in 

district play!! 

LADYCAT SOCCER 

The Wildcat Soccer Team finished 

up non-district play this past week 

with an 3-2 win over Athens and 3-0 

win over Corsicana. The team 

finished the pre-season with a 

record of 8-3-3.  They open up 

district play tonight with Lufkin 

Hudson here at 7:00 pm.  Good luck 

to the Wildcats in district play!! 

WILDCAT SOCCER 



 

TENNIS  
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Go Wildcats  

Palestine Athletics  
Lance Angel: Athletic Director  

 

 

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜō млǘƘ   

DƛǊƭǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅƻũ ƎŀƳŜ ǾǎΦ 5ƛōƻƭƭ Ϫ ¢ŜƴŀƘŀ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜō ммǘƘ  

.ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǾǎΦ bŀŎƻƎŘƻŎƘŜǎ όW± - IƻƳŜκ±ŀǊǎƛǘȅ - !ǿŀȅύ 

.ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ  ƘŜǊŜ ǾǎΦ aŀŘƛǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ ό{ŎǊƛƳƳŀƎŜύ 

{ƻƊōŀƭƭ Ϫ .Ǌȅŀƴ 

.ƻȅǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ Ϫ wǳǎƪ 

 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜō мнǘƘ 

DƛǊƭǎ DƻƭŦ ŀǘ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ .ŀȅ 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜō моǘƘ 

{ƻƊōŀƭƭ Ϫ /ŀǊǘƘŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 

.ƻȅǎ DƻƭŦ ŀǘ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ .ŀȅ 

¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ Ϫ DǊƻŜǎōŜŎƪ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 

 CǊƛŘŀȅΣ CŜō мпǘƘ 

.ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǾǎΦ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ ό±ŀǊǎƛǘȅ - IƻƳŜκW± - !ǿŀȅύ 

.ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ Ϫ ²ƘƛǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ {ŎǊƛƳƳŀƎŜ 

{ƻƊōŀƭƭ Ϫ /ŀǊǘƘŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 

 

Next Weekõs Athletic Schedule 

¢ƘŜ tI{ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ  ¢ŜŀƳ  ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ IŀƭƭǎǾƛƭƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ²Ŝ 
ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴŘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ о ƳŜŘŀƭǎ---.Ŝƴ {ƘƛƭƭŜǊ ǿƻƴ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǎƛƴπ
ƎƭŜǎΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ---{ǘŜǾƛŜ  ̧ǳōŀŀ ǿƻƴ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎΣ Ǉƭŀȅπ
ƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ---!ƴŀƭƛǎŜ aȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎŀǎ {ƘŜŜƭŜȅ ǿƻƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛȄŜŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎϥ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ 
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William Stewart: Principal  

Palestine  

High School  

Over 1200 students from Texas (plus some visiting delegates from Oklahoma and Louisiana) competed this past weekend at the 
Austin State Capital.  Students came together in Mock Trial Court to defend a murder suspect, battled crises after crises between 
countries in Model United Nations, reported the news in print and with live broadcasts from the capital and Broadcast 
headquarters, posted live information as it happened via social media ï Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Tumblr, and 
blogging via WordPress.  Bills were debated and argued on the House and Senate floors, proposals were passed in State Affairs.   

Congratulations to all of our students for doing a great job and  kudos to Jakob Ward for being named Distinguished Club 
Delegate and MaKayla Baker who was voted in as the next State Affairs Forum Chair Person for the 2015 Texas Youth & 
Government State Governorôs Board. 

Youth & Government 67th State Conference 

Nine high school members of the Wildcat Choir participated in 
UIL Solo and Ensemble competition the following day, Saturday, 
February 1, at Whitehouse High School. With solo performances, 
Freshman Brieanna Huey earned a Good rating, Freshman Erik 
Loera and Sophomore LeôAsia Coley both received an Excellent 
rating and Senior Andrew Hall also earned an Excellent rating on 
a Class I solo singing Italian. Freshman Jessica Valencia, Juniors 
Haley Cook and Jordan Hobbs, and Seniors Branden Dantin and 
Coleton Gray all earned Superior ratings and advanced to State 
competition to be held in May. 

All high school students were performing memorized solos of the 
highest difficulty level, many of these in a foreign language. 

 

PHS Choir - UIL Solo & Ensemble Competition 

Trial Team 1 ï Paige Hatfield - Attorney, Jessica Vallance ï Attorney, Rosa 
Hernandez-Witness, Jonathan Freeman-Witness, Taylor Rosson - Witness 

Trial Team 2 ï Destiney Swain ï Attorney, Sarah Currie ï Attorney, Dennishia 
Smith ï Witness, Demetria Mims ï Witness 

Cyber Media (now to be Social Media) ï Abby Earle ï2014 Cyber Media   
Editor  State Officer, Jakob Ward ï Cyber Media Delegate  

Broadcast Media ï Chris Winfield ï 2014 Broadcast Media Producer State 
Officer, Jacob Houck ï Broadcast Media Delegate 

State Affairs Forum  Team 1 ï MaKayla Baker, Kiare Jackson 

State Affairs Forum Team 2 ï Jonai Edens, Kayla Mitchell 

Model United Nations ï Hannah Richmond 

 

Health Science 

Selene Reyes and 

Vanessa Garcia from 

Mrs. Bristowôs Practi-

cum Class getting 

ready to submit their 

paperwork for Dental 

Assistant State 

Boards. 

PHS Seniors fill out their first state 

board exam application for their jour-

ney into the medical field of Dentistry.  

Pablo Aguilar and Austin Evans are 

setting their goals for a career as     

Orthodontists. Jonai Edens will contin-

ue from Dental Assistant to a Dental 

Hygienist. Her final goal is a General 

Doctorate of Dentistry. 
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Larissa Loveless: Principal  

Palestine  

Junior High School  

Nineteen junior high members of the Wildcat 
Choir participated in TMEA Solo and Ensemble 
this past Friday, January 31, at Robert E. Lee 
High School in Tyler. With memorized solo 
performances, eighth graders Dominique Lacy, 
Krysta Nieves, Alexia Robinson, Erika Mejia, 
Jesus Garcia-Castillo, Gabino Serralde, Chloe 
Boyce, Patricia Howard, and Joseline Garcia-
Oscoy and seventh graders Angela Brown, 
Alexis Kiser, Desirae Yarbrough, and Joshua 
Pullin earned a Superior rating and medals. 
Seventh grader, Sarah Branson, received a Good 
rating. Bryen Boone, eighth grade member, and 
seventh graders Christella Briseno, Jordan 
Stanley, Dulce Rangel, and Brittany Thumann 
received Excellent ratings and a ribbon.  

Congratulations PJH Choir! 

The Palestine Junior 
High TACE program 
currently has 401 
students enrolled. The 
students were given a 
list of activities to 
choose from.  

The list of activities 
includes Computer 
Science, Cosmetology, 
Culinary Arts, 
Manicure/Nail Art, 
Robotics and Welding. 
The students are 
excited  that they will 
get to go to the  High 
School and not only 
learn about these 
subjects but also gain 
hands on experience.  

PJH TACE                 
Program 
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Amanda Jackson: Principal  

A.M. Story  

Intermediate School  

 

Imagine Mars 

Sixth grade students are beginning a special unit of study: 
Imagine Mars. Mrs. Lucinda Presley of the ICEE Success 
Foundation, is teaching the project in which students will 
be creating and inventing a spaceship to travel to Mars, 
special equipment required to land on Mars, or a habitat to 
allow humans to live on Mars.   

 

Love in the Air 

 

Silly Stuff 

Mr. Quarles and Mrs. Jackson  recently 
�J�R�W�����W�R���´�N�L�V�V���D���S�L�J�µ���D�V�����S�D�U�W�����R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G��
raiser for the  American Heart  Associa-
tion.  

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����K�D�G�����I�X�Q���´�V�L�O�O�\���V�W�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�µ����
their principals! 

 


