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It’s hard to believe that we have already 
completed the first 3 weeks of school!  
I hope that everyone is beginning to 
settle into the new year and that we are 
beginning to incorporate much of our 
technology into the learning 
environment.  With record enrollment 
throughout the district, I know the 
Instructional Technologists are working 
hard to provide everyone updated 
technology.  Best wishes to everyone as 
we head toward the end of the first six 
weeks of school – don’t forget that this 
grading period only has 5 weeks in it!
 
I attended a legislative conference over 
the weekend sponsored by the Texas 
Association of Community Schools.  I 
believe the conference was one of the 
best I have ever attended.  We received 
excellent information by educational 
leaders and policy influencers through 
the State of Texas.  What I liked 
specifically about this conference, 
however, was that it wasn’t just a “sit-
n-git” conference.  The attendees were 
able to take the information, apply it to 
their own district needs, and begin 
formulating a strategy to positively 
influence legislation next spring.  The 
main topics for the next legislative 
session (Spring 2015) as provided by 
the speakers included:
 

1.      The possibility of further 
reducing the number of STAAR 
tests students are required to 
take.

2.      The need for an increase in 
the Instructional Materials 
Allotment for schools (and the 
ability to use that money for 
electronic means of 
instruction).

3.      The need for the legislature 
to make our funding system 
for equitable – this will most 
likely take place after the 
Texas Supreme Court rules on 
the case next spring.

4.      The need to uphold the 
current Teacher Retirement 
System and NOT to change the 
plan from a “defined benefit” to 
a “defined contribution” plan.

5.      The need to continue 
stopping vouchers and NOT 
allowing public money to be 
diverted into private education.

 
As we continue through the fall 
semester, rest assured that the needs 
of Palestine ISD will be put in writing 
and shared with our elected officials.  
Additionally, many of the schools in 
Anderson County plan to work on a 
cumulative legislative platform gaining 
strength in numbers.  As always, we 
will provide opportunities for your 
input.  If you already have thoughts 
that you would like expressed, please 
send them directly to me.  More to 
come later…
 

Have a great weekend, and go Cats.
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GO WILDCATS!



 

Go Wildcats 
Palestine Athletics

Jay Brown: Athletic Director

CROSS COUNTRY

  

Volleyball will be back home 
Tuesday to play Brownsboro.

Varsity lost last week 
to Jacksonville 49-14. 
The offensive player of 
the week was Devonte 
Mims. The defensive 

player of the week was 
Irric Deyon.

 VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

 FOOTBALL

Varsity boys won the Dogwood Invitational meet 
this past Saturday at Story Intermediate. Palestine 
had three top 10 finishers led by Mason Munoz, 

who won the race. Tyler Barnard took second 
place and Manny Romero placed fourth.

Sub varsity vs. Fairfield Thursday night
Freshmen won 28-16. Top performers 
JR Davis, Martin Rodriguez, Deoundre 

Hatton
JV lost 24-8. Top performers Claude 
Rodgers, Makevian Calhoun, Payton 

Hunt

Next week freshmen and JV 
play at Bullard on Friday 
and varsity plays Paris in 

Longview on Friday.



 

Palestine  
High School

William Stewart: Principal

The PHS Cosmetology 2 class traveled to Austin, TX this 
weekend to attend the World's Fair of Cosmetic Arts & 

Science. Students were able to attend 2 days of 
specialized training from many different hair/skin/nail 

care companies.

Cosmetology

 

Palestine High School Choir students attended a workshop at Texas 
A&M-Commerce this past Saturday, September 6, to prepare for 
their All-Region competition which will be the first Saturday in 
October. These students worked on four very difficult songs, 

including two in Latin, and also on sight-reading before returning 
home. 

Palestine Choir

College T-shirt Day



 

Palestine  
Junior High School

Stephen Cooksey: Principal

Duke University TIP

18 students qualified for the 
Duke University TIP. 

Students in 8th Grade Pre-AP science are 
making their science safety videos. This 
week they are learning about atoms and 

the periodic table. 

The 7th grade Texas History classes have been studying about the Native Indians of 
Texas before European colonization.  After 

researching different Texas tribes students created 
maps of Texas regions showing the locations of each 
of the major tribes of Texas.  Students then chose a 

Native Indians group and made a poster over the 
defining characteristics of their tribe.

Students in Mrs. Boehm's and Mrs. Thigpen's math classes are 
working in groups using the iMovie 

APP on their iPads to create a movie 
trailer teaching a math concept.

Pre-AP Science

Texas History  
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Amanda Jackson: Principal

 

A.M. Story 
Intermediate School

Students 
and 

Teachers 
have great 

“Story 
Style”

Story Style

Mr. Phelps’ 
science 
class is 

making ice 
cream.

Mrs. Bell’s 
Music and 

Choir 
classes are 

making 
beautiful 
music. 

Ice Cream

Music and Choir



 

Southside Elementary 
School
Melissa Molandes:Principal

Students are 
having fun 

reading and 
working toward 

AR reading 
goals in Ms. 

Cox’s 3rd grade 
ELA class.

AR reading Fractions

Fractions are 
fun with cool 

foldable 
activities in Ms. 
Moore-Parker’s 
3rd grade Math 

class.



  

Northside  
Primary School

Barbara Dutton : Principal

Mrs. Jackson’s 
students create 
new colors by 
mixing play 

dough.

Creating new colors

Learning to 
use the 

schedule chart 
in Mrs. Britt’s 

class.

K students 
learn how to 

carry a 
library book.

Birthday 
student in Mrs. 
Glenn’s class 

practices 
handwriting.

First grade 
LAUNCH student 

from Mrs. 
Mendietta’s class 
applying learning 

on the iPad.

First grade 
reading 

assessment 
with Mrs. 

Smith.

Schedule Chart

Learning to Carry Library BooksPracticing Handwriting

Learning on the IpadReading Assessment



 

Washington 
Early Childhood Center

Rhonda Herrington: Principal

The second week of 
school has quickly flown 
by. WECC students and 
staff have had a great 

couple of weeks learning 
how roles and 

responsibilities are part 
of their classroom 

community.

Second Week of School

The students have been 
learning about body parts 
using various songs, games 
and other activities. These 

basic lessons teach the 
student how to recognize 
parts of the body such as 
the eyes, nose, hands and 

feet as well as 
understanding their use.

Grandparents had a wonderful time visiting their grandchildren on Friday, Sept 5th. The 
grandchildren had an opportunity to show their appreciation and love for their grandparents, and 

other significant older people in their lives, and enjoyed muffins and orange juice with them.

Learning the Body Parts 

Grandparent Day Celebration



 

PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

Bilingual classes work on 
maracas for the Hispanic 

Heritage Month 
Celebration on Monday, 

September 15.

Northside TACE Literacy Center:

 

Southside Elementary TACE Literacy Center:

Students problem solve and learn 
about measurement with Mr. Clardy.

Mrs. Smith’s Reading Detectives 

Upcoming Events

Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program will host a Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration on Monday, 
September 15th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, in the PHS Cafeteria. Come celebrate with us, learn and have fun! 
There will be student speakers, food, music, dancing, singer and lots of activities. We can’t wait to see 

you! 

Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program invites all Palestine ISD parents to register for knitting classes. 
Classes will be held on Wednesday’s, September 24th to December 10th from 6 to 8 pm, in High School 

Room 222. 

Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program invites all Palestine ISD parents to register for Adult English Classes. 
Classes will begin on Tuesday, September 23rd from 6-7:30 pm.-



 

PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

For more information please contact: Mr. Tupac 
Alcauter at: 903-731-800 ext. 1266 or e-mail: 

talcauter@palestineschools.org

CALENDARIO DE ACTIVIDADES—SEPTIEMBRE 2014

Center Day Parent Meeting/Workshop Hour

Palestine Junior 
High School TACE 
STEM Center

22 Volleyball Game 6:00-7:00 pm 

Story TACE STEM 
Center 

22 Skyward Access for Parents 5:30-6:30 pm

Southside 
Elementary TACE 
Literacy Center 

30 AR @ home 5:00-5:45 pm

Northside TACE 
Literacy Center 

11 PTO Meeting 5:30-6:30 pm

16
Understanding TPRI, DRA and I-
station 

8:00-9:00 am 
5:00-6:00am

19 
to 
26

Parent Conference 
sign up with 
your teacher 

TACE District Event 15
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Celebration at PHS Cafeteria

6:00-8:00 pm

mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org


 

Support Services

Welcome back from the Tech Department!  As you can see, this past summer, we 
were busy with the addition of Wi-Fi at Story, as well as the Launch Classrooms at 
Northside and Southside.  Our staff was busy with updates at each campus.  You’ll 
also notice new security cameras and an improved badge system, all part of our 

continued effort to provide security to our students and staff.  We are in the process 
of updating our Tech Web Page which will include some basic know-hows and helpful 

hints and a little bit more about the Tech Staff.

Tech Department

Apple Vanguard
Over the summer, 19 PISD staff members voluntarily participated in the Apple Vanguard Academy.   PISD is one of less than 150 

in the United States able to implement this program due to the fact that Palestine ISD has two Authorized Apple Foundation 
trainers.  Participants spent 36 hours in professional 

development delivered by the two AFT’s.  The program 
includes training and implementation strategies in Apple 

products including OSX, iOS 7, iLife, iWorks, iBooks 
Author and iTunes U Course Manager.  The purpose is to 
develop educators who can become additional resources 

for the mobile learning vision for PISD.  The members 
will also submit a final culminating project as part of the 
Apple Vanguard Member Certification.  Apple regulates 
the program through a set of instructions and only up to 
20 members per cohort are accepted into the program. 
Some of these members will be chosen to become Apple 

Vanguard Coaches where they will receive additional 
training and spend time supporting the development of 
other educators.  PISD will have the chance to repeat 

the program in the spring.

1st Row – Melinda Boehm, PJHS; Melissa Firmin, PJHS; Sandy Webb, Tech Dept; Terry Sloan, PJHS; Samantha 
Templin, PJHS; Lindi Garner, District iPad Tech; Romona Ramirez, PJHS; Deanne Atkinson, Story 

2nd Row – Summer Alcauter, Secondary Integration Specialist/ Apple Foundations Trainer; Judy Hobbs, PHS; Scot 
Catchot, PHS; Zerita Johnson-Thomas, PHS; Flor Jordan, PHS; Sheryl Quarles, Story; Diane Harding, Media 
Specialist; Kristina Anderson, Southside; Rachel Thigpen, PJHS; Jennifer Sheets, Northside; Sandra Bristow, 

PHS; and Shannon Leisure, District Educational Technology Coordinator/ Apple Foundations Trainer 
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SEPTEMBER  
Looking Forward

! 6:00p TACE 
- Hispanic 
Month 
Celebration 
- @ PHS

5:00p 
Volleyball - 
HOME - vs 
Brownsboro!

 8:00a NS - 
First Grade 
Assessment
s for Parents

7:30p 
Wildcat 
Football - @ 
Kaufman

 

Volleyball 
Tournament 
@ 
Brownsboro

Registration 
deadline for 
OCT 25 ACT!
7:30p 
Wildcat 
Football - @ 
Longview - 
vs Paris!!
!
!

 JH - Picture 
Day!
6:00p TACE 
- Knitting 
Classes 
Begin - HS 
Room 222

5:00p 
Volleyball @ 
Mexia!
5:00p TACE 
- Adult 
English 
Classes 
Begin!

5:30p ST - 
TACE Parent 
Skyward 
Training

 

http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1460&con=0&date=9/23/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1495&con=0&date=9/23/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1489&con=0&date=9/15/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1419&con=0&date=9/19/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1437&con=0&date=9/19/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1458&con=0&date=9/16/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1500&con=0&date=9/22/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1419&con=0&date=9/19/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1437&con=0&date=9/19/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1396&con=0&date=9/24/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1494&con=0&date=9/24/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1438&con=0&date=9/26/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1497&con=0&date=9/18/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1438&con=0&date=9/26/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1500&con=0&date=9/22/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1396&con=0&date=9/24/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1494&con=0&date=9/24/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1460&con=0&date=9/23/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1495&con=0&date=9/23/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1458&con=0&date=9/16/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1497&con=0&date=9/18/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1489&con=0&date=9/15/2014

