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I attended the funeral of my baseball coach at Paris 
Junior College last week.  Coach Larry Click was 
born in 1936, was a US veteran, and lived a full 77 
years.  He was married to the same lady for 57 
years, had a son, and had two grandchildren.  If 
you ever stop at a coffee shop (particularly the 
Sunriser Restaurant) in Paris and ask who the best 
athlete to come out of the Red River Valley is, you 
will no doubt be told, “Larry Click”.  Coach Click 
was a 3-sport star at Paris High School where he 
was the first freshman to ever play on the varsity 
basketball team.  He was All-State in three sports 
and pitched the State Championship game for Paris 
High in which they won the state championship.  
After graduation, he went to college at SMU where 
he played quarterback on the football team prior 
to Don Meredith (Hall of Famer) and played in the 
outfield on the baseball team.  He left college 
early to play baseball for the Milwaukee Braves of 
Major League Baseball. 
  
Coach Click’s funeral, without question, was one fit 
for a local legend.  Several ex-professional baseball 
players and current MLB executives talked about 
the memories they had of Coach Click and how he 
inspired their careers.  Coach Gene Stallings, 
former St. Louis Cardinals and University of 
Alabama Head Football Coach, gave Coach Click’s 
eulogy.  Coach Stallings and Coach Click played 
together in high school, and Coach Stallings 
described Coach Click as “hands-down, the 
greatest athlete from Lamar County” and “a true 
professional”.  What I found truly inspiring about 
Coach Click’s funeral, however, was how much 
time the speakers spent talking about Coach 
Click as a father, as a husband, and as a mentor 
to so many young adults.  Of the list of speakers 
who talked for over an hour, only 10 minutes was 
devoted to highlighting Coach Click’s athletic 
endeavors – the rest of the time was spent 
talking about his actions, his simple teachings, 
and his commitment to community.  Coach 
Stallings noted that even as a retiree Coach Click 
was committed to raising money for the Boys & 
Girls Club of Paris, and Coach Click’s pastor 
stated that even in failing health Coach Click 
brought his offering by the church every week.  
    
Coach Click was a tough man, a man of few 
words, and he believed the greatest gift a person 
could receive in life was just simply an 
opportunity, an open door.  He didn’t believe in 
entitlements, and he didn’t believe in baby-
coddling people.  He believed that some people 

lived their entire lives without ever being given an 
opportunity, so those who received the open door 
needed to “run through it”.  When I signed my 
scholarship with PJC in 1989, Coach Click looked 
me straight in the eye and said, “Marshall – PJC 
and Larry Click have done our job.  We recruited 
you and have given you this opportunity.  Don’t let 
us down.”  When my time in junior college was 
drawing near, Coach Click talked me out of going to 
Tulane University in New Orleans because he was 
afraid that I would lose my way in the city of New 
Orleans. 
  
Among many other things I am thankful for this 
holiday season, I am thankful for Coach Larry Click 
and the opportunity that he gave me.  He didn’t 
owe me anything, but he GAVE me an opportunity 
and trusted me to make the fullest out of it.  I 
encourage each of us during this Thanksgiving 
season to reflect on the people who have given us 
our own opportunities in life.  If you haven’t 
thanked those people in quite some time, please 
do that during this Thanksgiving season.  It doesn’t 
cost anything but a phone call, an email, or a 48 
cent stamp. 
  
Thank YOU for making positive differences in the 
lives of our students each and every day.  Have a 
Happy Thanksgiving!  See you on Monday, December 
1st.
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Go Wildcats 
Palestine Athletics

Jay Brown: Athletic Director

Girls Basketball

 The Ladycat Basketball team experienced their first win of the 
season with a victory over the Lady Eagles and a score of 74 to 24. 

There's a Ladycat JV basketball tournement going on this week on 
Thursday and Friday. 

Friday night the Ladycats host A & M Consolidated. Come out and 
support Palestine Ladycat basketball. 

Scratch 'em Cats!



Palestine  
High School

William Stewart: Principal

Palestine High School’s CTE continues to shine. Mr. Linson’s 
Ag Mechanics students, Coby Doolittle and  Zachary 
Holloway constructed a Cowboy Cooker which was 

auctioned for $950. 

Aggie Land Ducks Unlimited Banquet

IT 'S CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN. GET YOUR DRINK 
STANDS FROM THE PHS AG DEPT. 

$20.00 EACH - GREAT GIFTS! ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
CONTACT MR. LINSON IN THE AG SHOP OR MRS. 

COMMANDER  AT EXT 2161

PALESTINE School of Business at RICE University 
visiting the Center for Career Development after our 
campus tour then our Professional Communications 
lecture from Dr. Schell, 
himself! Thank you 
Jonathan Cary for 
your continued 
support!! AWESOME 
day in Houston!! 

Sarah Coleman, Destiny Harding, Haley 
Cook, Morgan Whitfield, Tyler Barnard, 
Martha Garcia-Castillo, Geneva Spreen 

at the NHS induction ceremony. 

Gift Ideas 

Student Council Palestine School of Business



 

Palestine  
Junior High School

Stephen Cooksey: Principal
 

PJH- Happy Thanksgiving

  



A.M. Story 
Intermediate School

Amanda Jackson: Principal

Story students and parents enjoy the Thanksgiving 
luncheon. 

Thanksgiving Luncheon

Mrs. Lucinda Presley presents Sarah 
Marcotte from NASA Jet Propulsion Lab via 
Skype.  She is telling students about Mars 
and careers at NASA as well as discussing 
science facts they were studying in class.

Staff, students, and 
parents celebrate at 
the Story Fall Fest.  

Science Facts

Story Fall Fest



Southside Elementary 
School
Melissa Molandes:Principal

Southside students are working hard in 
small groups during the day and at TACE.  
Look at all the cool 
things that are 
happening at 
Southside! 

Southside TACE



  

Northside  
Primary School

Barbara Dutton : Principal

Happy Thanksgiving from Northside



Washington 
Early Childhood Center

Rhonda Herrington: Principal

We all have had a special cuddly teddy as a child and some of us still have our 
teddy bear from our childhood. Washington ECC students spent the day with 
their cuddly friend closing out our unit on bears. Students got out of cars and 
buses holding their teddy bears tight in their arms. They went to class, 
breakfast and lunch and all the fun events during our Teddy Bear Hunt.  They 
worked on art projects, read books, counted, sorted and matched teddy bears, 
went on a Bear Hunt, and so much more. Mrs. Carrizales Class presented 
Goldilocks and The Three Bears for all the students. It was a very fun day. If 
you did not know this is the origin of the Teddy Bear: During the early 
1900s, President Theodore Roosevelt was in office as President of 
the United States. He was a hunter. While hunting in Mississippi in 
1902, he refused to shoot a small bear. The Washington Post 
picked up on this story, and made a cartoon of the event. Toy store 
owners, Morris and Rose Michtom, wrote to President Roosevelt for 
permission to call their stuffed animals "Teddy Bears". Teddy bears 
became wildly popular. Their company went on to become the Ideal 
Toy Company, one of the largest toy companies in the world.

WECC Bear Unit



PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

Mrs. McComas’s science group 
made a kid friendly pumpkin pie. 

They enjoyed it.

Northside TACE Literacy Center

 

 Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program 
invites all community members to 

participate in knitting classes. Classes 
are held on Wednesdays, September 
24th to December 10th from 6 to 8 pm 

in High School Room 222. 

Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program 
invites all Palestine ISD parents and 

students to attend our “Multicultural 
Christmas and Choir Concert” event 

that will be held on Thursday, 
December 11th at 6:00 pm, in the PHS 

Cafeteria.

Southside Elementary TACE Literacy Center 

Upcoming EventsA. M. Story TACE STEM Center 

Mrs. Meza’s students created 
Area Tootsie Roll Carriers for 
TACE!! (students drew area 
squares and triangle shapes to 
show area, then glued tootsie 
rolls according to the 
individual squares that were 
made for AREA onto the paper 
design). 

Mrs. Arent’s 
class is 

mastering their 
measurement 

skills!

Mr. Turner’s Math Academic 
Class meets after school and 
he shares 

these 
pictures.

Working on adding fractions 
having unlike denominators.

Mrs. Barraza's Paper Engineering class is studying structures and 
buildings. "We have talked about architecture and stable foundations. In 
the pictures provided we are building towers and bridges. We are now 
diving into our new 
project--paper 
cities.  In this 
adventure students 
will pull their 
thoughts together 
in the 
implementation of 
building 
cities...students 
will name their 
cities. Thoughts 
and ideas will 
become unified."



PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

 

 

PARENT ACTIVITY CALENDAR—DECEMBER 2014

Palestine Junior High School TACE STEM Center 

Center Day Parent Meeting/Workshop Hour

Palestine High School TACE 
College and Career Center

8
Home and Family 
Management

6:00 pm

16 Taste of Palestine 6:00 pm

Palestine Junior High School 
TACE STEM Center

2
Holiday Cooking, Tips 
and Ideas

5:00-6:00 pm

A.M. Story TACE STEM Center 1 Tips for Stress – Free 
Holidays

5:30-6:30 pm

Southside Elementary TACE 
Literacy Center

3 Healthy Activities 4:00-4:45 pm

9 Math @ Home 5:00-5:45 pm

Northside TACE Literacy 
Center

2
A Christmas to 
Remember

6:00-7:00 pm

11 Family Christmas Lunch
During lunch 
period

18 Christmas Parties
Sign up with 
your teachers

19
School-wide Christmas 
Sing-a-long

9 am 

For more information please contact: Mr. Tupac Alcauter at: 903-731-8000 ext. 1266 
or e-mail: talcauter@palestineschools.org; or visit our website 

www.tacepalestine.weebly.com 

 

Palestine Junior High School TACE 

Atomic 
structure and 
how it relates 
to Systems.

Discussing 
Structure and 
Function of 

Living 
Organisms.

Discussing 
the 

Transfer 
of Energy

Mr. Philip Beesley

Examining the 
Effect of Iodine 

on a Leaf

Palestine Junior High TACE program 
has added a unique opportunity for our 

students in the afternoon! Philip 
Beesley is an artist and architect and 
has invented what is called "Living 

Architecture". The University of 
Waterloo in Canada has created a 
dynamic activity called, "It's Alive!" 

which uses Mr. Beesley's invention to 
teach students about science. The 
students are learning in ways they 

never thought imaginable to learn the 
science skills that are taught in their 

classrooms. 

mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com
mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com
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NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER 

Looking Forward
Late 
registration 
deadline for 
DEC 6 SAT

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

 

SAT Test at 
PHS

 

5:30p NS - 
TACE - 
Dyslexia 
Meeting

4:00p SS - 
TACE - 
Healthy 
Family 
Activities

  

http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1581&con=0&date=12/4/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1519&con=0&date=12/3/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1405&con=0&date=11/24/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1581&con=0&date=12/4/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1519&con=0&date=12/3/2014
http://www.palestineschools.org/previeweventdetail.aspx?id=1405&con=0&date=11/24/2014

