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PALESTINE ISD 

 

   

Friday, September 21, 2012 

2012-2013    

Hello, 

It doesn’t seem possible that we have made it to almost the end of  September.  Our students are about to 
begin their 5th week of  school and cooler weather has finally arrived. I am inspired as I visit the campuses 
and see our students learning and our staff  with one most important goal in mind; to give our students the 
best education possible. Please encourage students to continue concentrating on their grades as they have     
almost made it to the end of  the first six weeks!  

 

We wish our Wildcat Football Team the best of  luck tonight at 7:30 pm as they go up against Chapel Hill 
here at Wildcat Stadium. Rally towels will be given out at the gate until all have been handed out.  Be sure to 
wave your towel and show your support for the Wildcats!  For those who park on the front side of  Palestine 
High School, access to the stadium is available by going through the high school building. Enter through the 
doors  to the left of  the PHS flag poles.  There is a sign that says CLASSROOMS over the entrance.   

 

Our Ladycat Volleyball Team will compete in a tournament on Saturday at Brownsboro.  Go Ladycats! 

Jason Marshall                                                               

Superintendent 
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 CROSS COUNTRY 

 Boys Cross Country remains undefeated for the 
year.  The Varsity Boys won the Van Meet this 
week, competing against 38 teams and 218   
runners. Tyler Barnard  finished second overall, 
running the course in 16 minutes, 23 seconds. 
Mason Munoz came in fifth overall in 16:59,   
followed by Denis Quincin (17:03) in sixth. 
Rounding out the    Palestine scoring five were 
Alec Meyers (13th) and Eduardo Munoz (19th). 

 On the girls’ side, the Ladycats finished 10th out 
of 38 teams, led by Nidia Umanzor’s 17th-place 
finish. Umanzor finished the course in 13:42. 
Guadelpue Ibarra (37th), Danielle Harroff 
(43rd), Jessica Ibarra (103rd) and Andrea Ra-
mos (109th) rounded out the Palestine scoring 
five at the meet. 
The Wildcat junior varsity finished third out of 
36 teams, led by Kenny Hiatt’s ninth-place fin-
ish, while the Ladycats junior varsity came in 
sixth thanks to top-10 finishes from Ally Gouras 
(fourth) and Karina Trejo (sixth). 

 Jr. High boys placed 2nd at the Grapeland meet 
and were led by Lucas Sheeley. The girls were 
3rd and led by Olivia Cone.   

VOLLEYBALL 

 The Girls Volleyball team lost their first dis-
trict match vs Mexia. Our LADYCATS 
played them tough, but lost in four games 
(26-24, 25-22, 16-25, 25-23).  The Volleyball 
team will play again next Tuesday in           
Fairfield. 

FOOTBALL 

 The Varsity Football Team improved their rec-
ord to 2-1 with a win over Kaufman last Friday 
24-10.  The Football team welcomes defending 
Division I State champions Chapel Hill to 
Wildcat Stadium this Friday. 

 Congratulations to our sub-varsity teams! Last 
night against Chapel Hill, our Freshman won 
13-12.  The JV score was 16-14. 8th Grade A 
won 27-0. 7th grade A won 16-8. 8th Grade B 
tied 0-0 and 7th Grade B lost 0-18. 



 

William Stewart 
Principal 
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PHS Teacher, Summer Alcauter 

was selected as the Palestine ISD 

secondary teacher of the year.  

Mrs. Alcauter and PHS Principal, 

William Stewart; attended  the 

Teacher of the Year Reception at 

Region 7 this week.

Secondary Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations Summer Alcauter!! 

PHS students have been busy in 

the classroom and are enjoying 

the new campus. PHS has 25 

students who are attending 

weekly Interact meetings with 

Coach Corb. They have been 

brainstorming ideas for commu-

nity service    projects. A group of 

our football players, cheerlead-

ers, and Kik Kats are  performing 

at the Gateway Center in Pales-

tine on Friday. The Gateway 

Center is a rehabilitation center 

for the mentally handicapped.  

TECH TUESDAYS are held in the PHS library.         
Teachers learn how to use all of the great                   
technology that PISD offers.  

Coach D.J. Wright using his smart board to teach 
Algebra I. 
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Brandon Jayroe  
Principal 

Ponte las pilas con modismos!    —   Rock out with idioms! 

UIL coaches are setting up their teams.  Tryouts and practices will begin within the next 
two weeks. 

    

Story’s PTO held its first meeting of the year and welcomed 16 new members!  Beginning 
Monday, we will begin our PTO sign-up competition.  The class that signs up the most     
parents wins a pizza party.  Our goal is to exceed the number of PTO parents from past 
years. 

      

Student Council is gearing up to begin.  Elections will be held within the next month.         

Representatives from each grade will be elected, and the officers will be 6th graders. 

 

Academic club coordinators are holding tryouts this week for students interested in            
participating in any of our extra-curricular programs.  Clubs will begin October 1st. 

This week at Story, we began our “Idiom of the Week” during morning announcements in          

English and español.                                                                                
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Our fourth week here at Southside has been awesome!  Southside  
students and staff members are continuing to do a fantastic job with 
our strategic discipline plan—A Time To Teach.  I think Southside may 
have the straightest lines in P.I.S.D.!    

Our Teachers and Support Staff have completed all TPRI and DRA 
testing for our students.  Two thumbs up for a job well done!  

Progress Reports were passed out to our students on Monday,        
September 17, 2012.   

Our students celebrated “Constitution” week here at 
Southside!  Our teachers did a fantastic job of presenting 
our students with materials to help explain the                   
Constitution.    

   
Stephen Cooksey 
Principal 

“Southside students truly are WILD about learning” 
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At Northside Primary this week, we added two additional kindergarten classrooms.  Each of 

them has received a new student – already.  The new teachers are Denise McDonald and Mary 

Updegrove.  We appreciate the support of Administration and our Board of Trustees to keep our 

primary classrooms smaller. 

 

Our Fall Academic Open House this week was a huge success.   Five and six year olds 

think it is so neat to come to school at night.  We elected and installed our new PTO 

officers and committee members.   

 

On Friday, we will attend The True Story of the Three Little Pigs at the Civic 

Center provided by the Palestine Junior Service League.  The students have 

been enjoying many literacy text-to-text activities in preparation for the 

event. 

 

Our librarian, Charla Higginbotham, is opening our library on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 6:00 pm 

for Northside families to enjoy reading together and AR testing. 

Barbara Dutton 
 Principal 
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WASHINGTON  

EARLY CHIDHOOD CENTER 

It has been an exciting week at Washington ECC.  

A new group of Head Start 3 year olds began their first day at Washington 

this week. Smiles and excitement were on all their faces 

on their new journey at PISD. 

Students started their rotations for library and motor lab. 

Mrs. Campbell, our librarian read the story Red Leaf, Yellow 

Leaf by Lois Ehlert to the students. The story is an introduc-

tion to the life of a tree. The students pretended to be trees 

with falling leaves that fell on them. 

Also, in motor lab, Mrs. Marcellus is busy working on muscular 

strength, flexibility in her students, besides having lots of fun. 

What a way to have fun. Contrary to common belief, motor skills are 

not acquired and refined without instruction and practice. Early childhood is the 

best period for the acquisition of fundamental movement skills. Way to go Mrs. 

Marcellus. 
Rhonda Herrington, Principal 
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 The Transportation Department has added additional bus routes in the afternoon to help students get home 
earlier. 

 Some of the projects the Maintenance Department is working on this week:  

 1) Preparing for the home football games this Thursday and Friday nights. 

 2) Coordination on CTE construction projects. 

 3) Clearing property for the Wildcat Acres Farm Project  
  located across the street from the new softball field  
  at Palestine Middle School. 
 
 
 
 
 4) Installing swings for Northside Primary students. 

  

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Hatfield 
Director 


