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PALESTINE ISD
Wildcat Weekly

Friday, September 1.

Hello everyone,

It is nice to feel a little fall in the air as the new school year is getting underway. I am
proud of our PHS Wildcat Football Team. The team is ranked 8th in the state after
defeating one of our rivals at Jacksonville last Friday night. Our Junior High STEM class
was recognized in the FIRST BELL magazine, a national publication that recognizes
outstanding efforts in the area of Engineering and Technology. Way to go Junior High
teachers and students and keep up the good work!

Palestine ISD enrollment continues to grow, we have exceeded 3,300 students for the first
time since 2006-2007. We currently have 45 transfer students from other districts, and
the number is climbing. Our Northside Primary campus has had to hire two additional
kindergarten teachers to meet their enrollment needs, and Washington Early Childhood
Center is adding an additional Head Start class.

Please continue monitoring your work spaces for maintenance and cleanliness
issues. Continue instilling pride in our facilities with our students. As we prepare for the
next legislative session, I encourage everyone to read as much as you can about vouchers
(giving state money to private schools for student tuition) as vouchers are going to be a
hot topic in the upcoming session. Also, gather information about the proposed changes
to our retirement system (TRS). The proposed changes are not good for us.

As we go through tough times and always, we have to remember to live in the moment.
Don't postpone joy waiting for a day when your life is less busy or less stressful. Instead,
look for opportunities to enjoy the small pleasures of everyday life. @ Have a great
weekend!

Jason Marshall
Superintendent



fHANK YOU)

Palestine ISD wishes to thank the community
for the continued support of our schools.
Your support gives students additional opportunities
that enhance their educational experience.

Many thanks to the Pales

The Palestine ISD Athletic Program has benefited in many
ways through the funds raised by the PISD Athletic Booster
Club.

Athletic Booster Club memberships are available through
Jeff Atkinson, PISD Athletic Booster Club President.

Goodwill Industries of East Texas
provided $500 to Palestine ISD
students through their tax free
weekend sale at the Palestine
Goodwill Store. Many thanks to
Goodwill Industries of East Texas
for the service you provide to
Palestine ISD and the Palestine
community.




PALESTINE HIGH SCHOOQ|

This week at Palestine High School, we hosted an
ESL banquet for students and parents on Tuesday
night. Parents brought food and we provided
desserts. The students gave a brief presentation
and presented their parents with a rose. Our Culi-

nary Arts students are now making tea for the facul-

ty and staff to enjoy. Co
students have been working at Wildcat Acres in the
beginning stages of our Farm Project and Theater
Arts students are rehearsi
Seussical t he Musical 6, to
tiful new PHS Auditorium on October 12, 13, &
14th. PHS staff and students practiced our first fire

drill on Monday morning.

William Stewart
Principal

Washington Early Childhood Center GO WILDCATS!

four year old students had a blast visit- - FEE=TEE ot vt R ial=N= 1818105 U O3 6 o0
ing PHS this week. The students got to Country meet this past Satur-

: : day. Varsity Boys placed 1st
meet their Senior Paw Pal. and Varsity Girls placed 2nd.
Both the JV Boys and JV Girls
placed 1st at the meet. Great

job by all the runners!

v The volleyball Team lost in five
game at Canton on Tues-
day. Volleyball starts their dis-
trict season on Tuesday Sep-

tember 18t here vs Mexia

Palestine Athletics is now of-
fering Golf and Tennis in the
Middle School! We are now
one of the few schools within a
60 mile radius that offer and
promote Middle School Cross
Country, Golf and Tennis. Scott
Tyler will head up the Middle
School Tennis program and
William Hawthorne will be the
Middle School Golf Coach.




Science and Engineering in the News

Palestine Middle School’s STEM program

was the feature article in the weekend addition
of the Palestine Herald Press. Our students

and teachers were asked to give insight

into how the program differs from other
learning experiences. Their comments affirmed
the hands on, application which is key to

the program is highly motivational and
engaging for teachers as well as students.

The article by Mary Rainwater was also picked
up by at the national level by the American
Society for Engineering Education. It can

be found on their website under the First Bell
link. Our campus is extremely appreciative of
our staff and community working diligently to
promote the great and innovative approaches
we are taking regarding instruction on our
campus.

Expanding Extra Curricular Activities

Planning is going well for the Spring implementation

of our after school golf and tennis programs. We
are excited to have Scott Tyler working to develop
a strong and competitive tennis program. He will
be joined on the golf side by William Hawthorne
who will be working with our future golfers.
Expect great things from these programs.

Sports World

Middle School Cross Country atheletes
concluded the week with a strong showing
at our very on Dogwood Classic. Boys
won overall first place. Our lady atheletes
left with several individual medals.

Monday, the Ladycat volleyball teams
had their first games with Rusk here on
our campus. They showed great team
effort and look forward to the remainder
of the season. We are pleased with the
number of young ladies participating in
our atheletic program.

Tuesday evening dreams came true as
our seventh grade football players stepped
on the field officially as PALESTINE
WILDCATS. We anticipate a strong
showing in Kaufman from the 8th grade
Thursday evening.
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U.L.LL One Act Play

Palestine Middle School Theater department
conducted auditions for this year’s one act

play Antigone Now. We have a strong cast

of students who are ready to bring home

first place from our December performance.
We anticipate great performances by Ryan Hall,
Madison Munoz as well as Taylor Malone the
central performers in the production.




AW STORY INTERMEDIATE

AM Story Intermediate is planning to represent Palestine

| SD with our best effort a
competition. Requests are being sent out for students to
try out for teams. The elementary Academic UIL meet Is
scheduled for Saturday, December 8, 2012 and will be
held at A.M. Story Intermediate and Palestine Middle
School. The Student Mediator Program we began this
year Is being used and going well. Students are working
to resolve conflict and build relationships.

Brandon Jayroe
Principal

Academic Cl ubs & At hl et c CI |
1st to students who mai nt ali
and do not have a discipl

20 students wil | be sel ect e
Choices include: Pi ano, Theat
Spani sh, Journal i sm, Dance,
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Spinners, Qdoggs nGoC€Chwumby Go
Hor seshoes, Washers, Fri sbe



SQUTHSIDE ELEWENTARy

Y

VAYAVANVANVANVANVANVAVANVENVEVEVEVEVENVEVEVEVENVEVEVEN

Our third week here at Southside has been outstanding!
Our Time to Teach procedures are really starting to
shine! A specialTHANK YOU to our teachers and
staff members for your ha
looking great!

TPRI and DRA testing for both 2d and 39 grade

classes continued this week. Teachers and support staft

have been working together to make sure our testing is
complete.

Nurse Walding, Coach Paul, and Coach Hardinghave
been conducting our height and weight screenings for
2nd and 3d grade students.

Many thanks to Susan Rand from WalMart who
joined us on Wednesday;X2-12, at our Faculty Staff
Meeting and presented 20 teachers with $50 dollar gift
cards to be spent on the educational supply needs of ou
students. Mrs. Rand provided cake and drinks and the
entire staff had a fantastic time!

Stephen Cooksey
Principal
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{ORTHSIDE PRINARY

On Monday, we were honored to have our grandparents visit for
our Gr andp ar e tubck.dit wBsawll attended. Five and six
year olds really light up when grandparents visit their school
and so do grandparents.

Wednesday was our first parent meeting and organization of
PTO. We have a super slate of officers and great committee
members.

On Friday, a Citizenship Assembly will be held for our students.
Doug Lowe, Anderson County District Attorney will speak to the
students about citizenship. The Palestine Fire Department will
present the flags, and Northside students will lead the pledges.
Then, the students will speak about rights and responsibilities as
a citizen, US symbols, and compassion. The students have
written a poem they will read and sing two patriotic songs. Hon-
ored guests are, Walter Luckett; Bryan Berry; Palestine Police
Chief, Robert Herbert; the Palestine Fire Department; and
Officer Bradley, husband of our Assistant Principal Sheila Brad-
ley.

Barbara Dutton
Principal

UPCOMI NG EVENTS

Monday, Sep+tWaahaert 1P7etnhni es f or K
Tuesday, Seph:edrbEmmil8Abademi c C
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WASHINGTON
ZARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Washington ECC provides a foundation

that guides children academically,
soci ally and emoti o
focus has been on our 5 senses (sight,

smell, hearing taste and touch) which
are introduced wusing hands -on activities,
Il denti fying | etters i
recognizing, describing and
naming attributes of shapes.

Washington performed height and weight measure-
ments on our students. These screenings are
performed three times per year and used to
determine health/nutrition status and risk of each
child at Washington ECC.

Meeting our Paw Pals was a highlight of our week. Each WECC
student was matched up with a PHS Senior. What a great dayI







rechnology Departmeny

+ The technology team has been working hard to get
everyone up and running this new school year. We
have set up a STEM lab at A.M. Story Intermediate
School. The lab is installed and is functioning.

¢+ Installation has begun on the Broadcast Journal-
Ism video network. High School students will be
able to practice news, sports and video broadcast-
INg once our state -of-the-art studio is complete this
fall.

+ TV monitors are being installed throughout the
high school building to broadcast announcements
and video produced by the journalism classes.

David Long
Director
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viaintenance & Transportation

Bus Transportation for Students continues toHa8 artavalacmd pickuj
becoming more routine.

v The Transportation Department is still seeking drit@rsdbothg el 2

CJ Bayless will be covering both the Northside and Saoluhsid&ocang
assist at High School/Middle School.

Jimmy Luce has been promoted and reassigned to the PHS/PMS S
Eric Fyre has been promoted and reassigned as the Transportation
v Gene Johnson has retired frovie R[&Deciate his 11 years of service!

The Mechanics Shop has an opening for a Mechanic to perform PN
White Fleet.

Installation of swings at Northside are progressing, awaiting replace

The CTE Construction Remodel and Charter/Balfour Beatty warran
daily.

Jeffrey Hatfield
Director
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