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2012-2013    
PALESTINE ISD 

Wildcat Weekly  

Hello everyone,   
                                                        
It is nice to feel a little fall in the air as the new school year is getting underway.  I am 
proud of our PHS Wildcat Football Team. The team is ranked 8th in the state after             
defeating one of our rivals at Jacksonville last Friday night.  Our Junior High STEM class 
was recognized in the FIRST BELL magazine, a national publication that recognizes                 
outstanding efforts in the area of Engineering and Technology.   Way to go Junior High 
teachers and students and keep up the good work!   
 
Palestine ISD enrollment continues to grow, we have exceeded 3,300 students for the first 
time since 2006-2007. We currently have 45 transfer students from other districts, and 
the number is climbing. Our Northside Primary campus has had to hire two additional 
kindergarten teachers to meet their enrollment needs, and Washington Early Childhood 
Center is adding an additional Head Start class.  
 
Please continue monitoring your work spaces for maintenance and cleanliness                       
issues.  Continue instilling pride in our facilities with our students.    As we prepare for the 
next legislative session, I encourage everyone to read as much as you can about vouchers 
(giving state money to private schools for student tuition) as vouchers are going to be a 
hot topic in the upcoming session.  Also, gather information about the proposed changes 
to our retirement system (TRS).  The proposed changes are not good for us.  
 
As we go through tough times and always, we have to remember to live in the moment. 
Don't postpone joy waiting for a day when your life is less busy or less stressful.  Instead, 
look for opportunities to enjoy the small pleasures of everyday life.   Have a great          
weekend!                                                                                               

 Jason Marshall                                                                 

  Superintendent  

Friday, September 14, 2012 
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Goodwill Industries of East Texas 

provided $500 to Palestine ISD 

students through their tax free 

weekend sale at the Palestine 

Goodwill Store.  Many thanks to 

Goodwill Industries of East Texas 

for the service you provide to  

Palestine ISD  and the Palestine 

community. 

Many thanks to the Palestine ISD Athletic Booster Club! 

The Palestine ISD Athletic Program has benefited in many 

ways through the funds raised by the PISD Athletic Booster 

Club.   

Athletic Booster Club memberships are available through 

Jeff Atkinson, PISD Athletic Booster Club President. 

Palestine ISD wishes to thank the community                                                                                

for the continued support of our schools.                                                                                              

Your support gives students additional opportunities                                                                                

that  enhance their educational experience. 



This week at Palestine High School, we hosted an 
ESL banquet for students and parents on Tuesday 
night.   Parents brought food and we provided       
desserts.  The students gave a brief presentation 
and presented their parents with a rose.  Our Culi-
nary Arts students are now making tea for the facul-
ty and staff to enjoy. Coach Dearõs AG Practicum 
students have been working at Wildcat Acres in the   
beginning stages of our Farm Project and Theater 
Arts students are rehearsing their Fall musical, ò 
Seussical the Musicaló, to be presented in the beau-
tiful new PHS Auditorium on October 12, 13, & 
14th. PHS staff and students practiced our first fire 
drill on Monday morning.  

 

GO WILDCATS!  

Ý PHS hosted the annual Cross 
Country meet this past Satur-
day. Varsity Boys placed 1st 
and Varsity Girls placed 2nd.  
Both the JV Boys and JV Girls 
placed 1st at the meet. Great 
job by all the runners!  

Ý The volleyball Team lost in five 
game at Canton on Tues-
day.  Volleyball starts their dis-
trict season on Tuesday Sep-
tember 18 th , here vs Mexia  

Ý Palestine Athletics is now of-
fering Golf and Tennis in the 
Middle School!    We are now 
one of the few schools within a 
60 mile radius that offer and 
promote Middle School Cross 
Country, Golf and Tennis. Scott 
Tyler will head up the Middle 
School Tennis program and 
William Hawthorne will be the 
Middle School Golf Coach.  

William Stewart 
Principal  

 Washington Early Childhood Center 
four year old  students had a blast visit-
ing PHS this week.  The students got to 
meet their Senior Paw Pal.   
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AM Story Intermediate is planning to represent Palestine 

ISD with our best effort at this year s Academic UIL           

competition. Requests are being sent out for students to 

try out for teams. The elementary Academic UIL meet is 

scheduled for Saturday, December 8, 2012 and will be 

held at A.M. Story Intermediate and Palestine Middle 

School.  The Student Mediator Program we began this 

year is being used and going well.  Students are working 

to resolve conflict and build relationships. 

           
Brandon Jayroe   
Principal  

Academic Clubs  &  Athletic Clinics will be available October 
1st to students who maintain an 85% average                          
and do not have a discipline referral.                                                       

20 students will be selected from each grade. 

Choices include:  Piano, Theatre, Choir, Student Council, Art, 

Spanish, Journalism, Dance, Tennis, Badminton,                   

Ping Pong, Jump Rope-Double Dutch, Hula Hoop,                        

Spinners, Cross Country-Jogging Club, Golf,                                           

Horseshoes, Washers, Frisbee, and Ladderball. 
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Ý Our third week here at Southside has been outstanding!  
Our Time to Teach procedures are really starting to 
shine!  A special THANK YOU to our teachers and 
staff members for your hard work and dedication.  Weõre 
looking great!  

 

Ý TPRI and DRA testing for both 2nd and 3rd grade     
classes continued this week.  Teachers and support staff  
have been working together to make sure our testing is     
complete.  

 

Ý Nurse Walding, Coach Paul, and Coach Harding have 
been conducting our height and weight screenings for 
2nd and 3rd grade students.   

 

Ý Many thanks to Susan Rand from Wal-Mart who 
joined us on Wednesday, 9-12-12, at our Faculty Staff  
Meeting and presented 20 teachers with $50 dollar gift 
cards to be spent on the educational supply needs of  our         
students.  Mrs. Rand provided cake and drinks and the 
entire staff  had a fantastic time!  

  
        Stephen Cooksey  
        Principal  
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On Monday, we were honored to have our grandparents visit for 
our Grandparentsõ Day lunch.  It was well attended. Five and six 
year olds really light up when grandparents visit their school 
and so do grandparents.  

  

Wednesday was our first parent meeting and organization of 
PTO.  We have a super slate of officers and great committee 
members. 

  

On Friday, a Citizenship Assembly will be held for our students. 
Doug Lowe, Anderson County District Attorney will speak to the 
students about citizenship.  The Palestine Fire Department will 
present the flags, and Northside students will lead the pledges. 
Then, the students will speak about rights and responsibilities as 
a citizen, US symbols, and compassion. The students have     
written a poem they will read and sing two patriotic songs. Hon-
ored guests are, Walter Luckett; Bryan Berry; Palestine Police 
Chief, Robert Herbert; the Palestine Fire Department; and       
Officer Bradley, husband of our Assistant Principal Sheila Brad-
ley. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, September 17th—Wal-Mart Pennies for Kids Drive begins 

Tuesday, September 18th -  5:30 pm—Fall Academic Open House 

Friday, September 21st -  Students will attend the                                         
Opera Production of The Three Little Pigs at the Palestine Civic           
Center, sponsored by the Palestine Junior Service League. 

Barbara Dutton 
 Principal  
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Washington ECC provides a foundation 

that guides children academically,     

socially and emotionally. This weekõs 

focus has been on our 5 senses (sight, 

smell, hearing taste and touch) which 

are introduced using hands - on activities,   

identifying letters in childõs name and      

recognizing, describing and  

naming attributes of shapes.  

Washington performed height and weight measure-

ments on our students. These screenings are   

performed three times per year and used to    

determine health/nutrition status and risk of each 

child at Washington ECC.   

Meeting our Paw Pals was a highlight of our week. Each WECC 
student was matched up with a PHS Senior. What a great day! 
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Ý The technology team has been working hard to get 

everyone up and running this new school year. We 

have set up a STEM lab at A.M. Story Intermediate 

School. The lab is installed and is functioning.  

Ý Installation has begun on the Broadcast Journal-

ism video network. High School students will be 

able to practice news, sports and video broadcast-

ing once our state -of-the-art studio is complete this 

fall.  

Ý TV monitors are being installed throughout the 

high school building to broadcast announcements 

and video produced by the journalism classes.  

         

     David Long  

     Director  
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Ý Bus Transportation for Students continues to fall into place.  Bus arrivals and pickups are        
becoming more routine. 

Ý The Transportation Department is still seeking drivers for the 2012-13 school year. 

Ý CJ Bayless will be covering both the Northside and Southside campuses.  Juan Corpus will     
assist at High School/Middle School. 

Ý Jimmy Luce has been promoted and reassigned to the PHS/PMS Sports Field crew chief. 

Ý Eric Fyre has been promoted and reassigned as the Transportation Mechanic Shop Foreman. 

Ý Gene Johnson has retired from PISD,  We appreciate his 11 years of service! 

Ý The Mechanics Shop has an opening for a Mechanic to perform PM Services on Yellow and 
White Fleet. 

Ý Installation of swings at Northside are progressing, awaiting replacement hardware to complete. 

Ý The CTE Construction Remodel and Charter/Balfour Beatty warranty items are being handled  

daily.      

     Jeffrey Hatfield  

     Director  


